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Definitions:

Pathogen: Any organism that can cause disease.

Zoonotic: A disease that typically infects animals but can be passed on to humans.

Pandemic: “An outbreak of a disease that occurs over a wide geographic area (such as
multiple countries or continents) and typically affects a significant proportion of the
population.”

Epidemic: A disease that spreads rapidly in a certain area.

Background Information:

With temperatures fluctuating drastically around the globe, climate change has become a
major contributor to weaponizing numerous diseases against us. According to studies
conducted in 2001 by Louise H. Taylor, Sophia M. Latham, and Mark E.J. Woolhouse, up to
61% of pathogens affecting humans originate from animals.

The rise in temperatures around the globe hastens and encourages the spread of such
infections. As the warmer weather extends further away from the equator, animals not used to
the heat begin searching for a cooler habitat, thus coming across species they had not
encountered before and encouraging the mutation of diseases they carried with them.

It is only a matter of time before a new strain of a zoonotic pathogen latches onto humans,
adapting so well to its new host that it leads to another pandemic. Therefore, the World
Health Organization sees a need to prepare for said unfortunate possibilities, despite its hopes
of preventing these outbreaks, while addressing the current COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition, it is of utmost importance to tend to other epidemics our world is currently
battling, such as SARS, Zika, and Ebola to name a few. We must assess how to treat them,
reevaluate our ways of combating them, and reform the methods we created to prevent them.

The WHO Response to COVID-19

The WHO led the international response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. However, it soon faced
a barrage of criticism from several states concerning its response to the pandemic, and its
funding was cut by the United States of America.
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One of the major problems that the WHO faces is its inability to enforce its decisions on UN
Member States. The WHO mainly coordinates international response to emergencies,
observes any risk to health around the globe, and works on the promotion of health. The
WHO is a large body, yet the budget it has to operate is less than the budget of the Health
Department of the State of New York.

The WHO was first notified about unexplained cases of pneumonia in China on December
31, 2019. On January 5, 2020, the organization declared it was monitoring the situation
closely. As the situation worsened and the number of cases increased, the WHO held an
emergency meeting on January 22-23, 2020 and a few days later declared a “public health
emergency of international concern” (PHEIC). By the end of January, the WHO visited
China, monitored the development of the pandemic and requested that states increase their
effort to prepare themselves against the pandemic. The WHO has further initiated the
COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund, which is maintained by the WHO and the UN
Foundation, with collaborators donating from all across the world. The Fund supports various
organizations it is partnered with: African Center of Disease Control (CDC), UNICEF, the
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovation (CEPI), UNRWA, and the World Food
Programme (WPF). So far, the Fund has raised over 240 million US dollars.

Nevertheless, the WHO came under fire for failing to respond promptly, and president Trump
has even accused it of being biased towards China. The WHO responded to these accusations
by claiming it had used the time wisely before declaring a PHEIC.

The WHO faced similar criticism after the Ebola outbreak in 2014, when it was accused of
ineffectively responding to the outbreak.

Improving the Work of the WHO

As an Organization, the WHO works on several fronts. It provides training to health
professionals and provides impoverished countries with medical supplies to fight diseases,
something which has been pivotal in the fight against COVID-19. The WHO further
promotes and supports medical research in the fight against diseases, including COVID-19.
In addition to all this, the WHO fights against misinformation regarding pandemics,
something which has been especially serious during the current pandemic.

Despite this essential work, the WHO lacks sufficient financial funding and its work around
the globe is overstretched. The WHO has been criticized for its lack of organization and
improper response to other diseases such as the Ebola Virus. Since it relies mainly on donors
to run its operations, it often has to cater to the interest of these donors, which in some cases,
has slowed their response to the threat of diseases.



Galilee Model United Nations WHO research report 2021

Several steps can be taken to reform the work of the WHO, including providing it with a
better mechanism to enforce its decisions against states and by narrowing down its mandate
to enable it to effectively respond to scenarios such as COVID-19. In addition, the WHO
budget should be increased to ensure a better response to diseases and at the same time
reduce its reliance on private donors who might manipulate the work of the organization to
their own advantage. Finally, the WHO should involve scientists and other professionals from
different fields to widen its expertise, which can assist it in the fight against diseases.

A Pandemic Treaty

The President of the European Council has called the UN to adopt an international treaty
which would allow for a quicker and more efficient response to pandemics. This treaty
should address:

● risk monitoring;
● better financing and coordination of research;
● a more efficient system of alerts and information sharing;
● improving access to healthcare;
● resilience: strengthening healthcare systems and securing supply chains. (Quoted from

the press release- see below).

Questions to Consider:

- What reform can be made to the WHO to ensure it effectively deals with pandemics?

- What should an international pandemic treaty look like?

- How should the WHO respond in cases of outbreaks of diseases?

- How can the WHO ensure that the world’s poorest and most vulnerable countries
receive treatment and vaccinations against COVID-19 and future pandemics?

- How can countries coordinate their actions in the fight against future pandemics?
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Helpful Resources:

WHO website

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=~ISR
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