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The committee begins on January 16th 1991. Referring to any events that have taken place 

after this date will be considered as getting off policy and will not be taken into 
consideration during debate. 

Definitions 

Annexation: “The transfer of political sovereignty over a chunk of land to a new state” 
--Christopher Muscato. When Iraq began annexing Kuwait, it meant that Iraq began taking 
control of Kuwaiti land and treating it as Iraqi territory. 

Operation Desert Shield: Towards the end of the year 1990, the US launched“Operation Desert 
Shield” in the defense of Saudi Arabia against an attack from Iraq. Over 500,000 soldiers were 
placed in Saudi Arabia in case of an attack. 

Operation Desert Storm: When Iraq didn’t withdraw from Kuwait in January 15th 1991, 
Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm as a strategy to attack Iraq began to 
take form.  

NATO: the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (includes: Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States) was founded in 1949 with 
the sole purpose of maintaining the security and freedom of its members through political means, 
by promoting democratic values to prevent conflict, and through military means should 
diplomacy fail, against Soviet expansion. 

Background 

After the Iran-Iraq war, Iraq was hugely indebted to Kuwait for the help it provided, but Iraq 
suffered great losses in the war, including the destruction of its port facilities which cut off Iraq’s 
main trade outlet, so it tried to convince Kuwait to abolish its debt by claiming Iraq had done 
Kuwait a favor and had protected it against Iran, but Kuwait refused. As a result, Iraq hoped to 
repay its debt by raising the price of oil through OPEC oil production cuts. However, Kuwait did 
the opposite and increased oil production, lowering the price of crude oil and harming Iraq’s 
economy in the process. In addition, the president of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, claimed that Kuwait 
was illegally drilling into Iraq’s Rumaila oil field over the border and stealing Iraqi oil. 
Furthermore, Hussein claimed that Kuwait was an artificial state that rightfully belonged to Iraq 
and began sending troops to the Kuwaiti border. Alarmed by Iraq’s actions, the president of 



 
Egypt called on Iraq and Kuwait to negotiate, lest the U.S. or other powers decide to intervene. 
Saddam Hussein broke off the negotiations and ordered the invasion of Kuwait on August 2nd 
1990. Most members of the Arab League condemned these actions, and the king of Saudi Arabia, 
along with Kuwait’s government in exile, called on the U.S. and other members of NATO to 
intervene. 

The UN condemned Iraq’s actions and ordered its immediate unconditional retreat, declaring that 
Iraq was putting international peace and security in jeopardy, and economic sanctions were 
imposed on Iraq. With his rapid success against Kuwait, the president of Iraq began verbally 
attacking Saudi Arabia, and as his forces became within striking distance from Saudi Arabia’s 
most valuable oil fields, Iraq posed a threat to the Saudi kingdom’s economy, showing signs of a 
potentially dangerous developing oil monopoly. The USA sent military aid to Saudi Arabia but 
was prohibited by international law, from using force against Iraq until, on November 29th, the 
United Nations declared that if Iraqi forces did not withdraw from Kuwait by January 15th, 
Kuwait’s allies could use any means necessary to force Iraqi troops off Kuwaiti soil. At the time, 
Iraq had the fourth largest standing army in the world. 

Current Situation 

On the 15th of January 1991, the deadline which the United Nations had set for Iraq to leave 
Kuwait expired, which means that if Iraq did not withdraw from Kuwait by then, the 
international community had authorization from the UN to use any means necessary to prompt 
the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait in order to restore international peace and security in 
the area.  

Timeline 

● August 2nd 1990: Iraq invades Kuwait. The UN condemns the invasion in resolution 660 
and demands the immediate withdrawal of Iraqi forces. 

● August 8th 1990: United States Air Force arrives in Saudi Arabia. 

● August 9th 1990: United States ground forces arrive in Saudi Arabia. 

● November 29th 1990: The UN declares in resolution 678 that if Iraq has not withdrawn 
from Kuwait by the 15th of January, then countries may use any means necessary to force 
the withdrawal. 



 
● January 9th 1991: The U.S. secretary of state, James Baker, meets with the Iraqi foreign 

minister in a failed attempt to solve the crisis peacefully. 

● January 12th 1991: The U.S. congress authorizes the use of force to remove Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait. 

● January 15th 1991: The deadline set by the UN Security Council passes. 

● January 16th 1991: U.S. warplanes attack military targets in Iraq and Kuwait as part of 
Operation Desert Storm. 

Helpful Resources and Media 

The Gulf War explained in 3 minutes 

Gulf War Timeline 

Causes of Gulf War 

Persian Gulf War 

UN Security Council Resolution 661 

UN Security Council Resolution 678 

Questions to Consider 

● Who were your country's allies? 

● Did your country have strong ties with Iraq or Kuwait? 

● What were your country's main oil sources? 

● What was your country's position in the war? who did it support? What actions did it take 
to show it's support? 

● If your country didn't act, what economical, social or political aspects prevented it from 
doing so? 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fsVu3ulW7E
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK233468/
https://www.thefinertimes.com/War-in-The-Middle-East/causes-of-gulf-war-desert-storm.html
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/persian-gulf-war
https://www.undocs.org/S/RES/661(1990)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/678(1990)
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