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Definitions 

Intimidate: "to frighten or threaten someone, usually in order to persuade them to do              
something that you want them to do." 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): is a treaty adopted by the              
General Assembly of the United Nations and the treaty commits its parties to respect the civil                
and political rights of individuals. 

The Political Affairs Division (PAD): “monitors and assesses political developments in South            
Sudan. It provides political advisory services to United Nations Mission in South Sudan             
(UNMISS) leadership and the mission as a whole.”  

Coordination Mechanism: “A coordination mechanism is a subsystem of the social system            
that coordinates the activities of the people or organizations within it.”  

Constitutional Review Commission: “The CRC is established for the drafting and guiding of             
the process of promulgating a new Constitution. The Commission is responsible for drafting a              
new constitution and prepare a subsequent report.” 

Background 

Police forces are the law keepers of society. Their job is to keep the situation under control,                 
to catch the culprit, and to control violence, but their job is not to kill, kidnap, threaten, or                  
torture citizens. Police brutality, which is a direct violation of the law within the police force,                
is the use of excessive force by police when dealing with citizens. Force should be used                
minimally, and only when necessary, for achieving legitimate purposes solely.  

Regarding police brutality, laws, regulations, and stipulations define what is acceptable and            
what is unacceptable in applying physical force. There are various forms of brutality that              
have ranged from assault and battery to mayhem, torture, and murder. Some broader             
definitions of police brutality also encompass harassment, including false intimidation and           
verbal abuse among other forms of mistreatment. The term is also applied to abuses              
committed by corrections personnel in municipal, state and federal penal facilities, including            
military prisons. Police brutality is a human rights violation that occurs in many police              
precincts, and it has been and continues to be, a major concern in many societies. Among the                 
countries that suffer the most from police brutality are: U.S., Kenya, Iraq, Russia, Pakistan,              
Somalia, and many more. 

Treaties and Organizations 

The United Nations peacekeeping forces help countries torn by conflict create conditions for             
lasting peace and work to reinforce and re-establish security by patrolling communities and             
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advising domestic police services, to increase compliance with international human rights           
standards, and to restore and promote public safety. 

For example, in South Sudan, there are primary political actors like government officials,             
political parties, non-governmental actors and civil society, partnering with the PAD to            
restore and ensure political stability in South Sudan. 

The UN police have also established a coordination mechanism among the international            
community, including support to the National Constitutional Review Commission on the           
constitution-making process. 

states that each state party to the present Covenant should respect and ensure all individuals                
and civilians within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in              
covenant without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, etc. 

Current Situation 

In the past, police brutality has been one of the main issues that damage the jurisdictions in                 
counties and causes concern among civilians. 

Although today the majority of organizations and treaties are trying to reduce the cases              
related to police brutality, a lot of work is still necessary. For example : research shows that,                 
in 2019, 829 people have been shot and killed by police. There are some laws established to                 
protect citizens from police brutality, while some are geared towards protecting the police.             
There are several federal laws in the United States that aim to protect American citizens from                
police brutality and make it illegal for law enforcement to intentionally keep, or conspire to               
keep citizens from expressing any of their rights that are protected by the constitution or the                
United States law.A new study finds that attention to police brutality is increasingly             
important and police brutality has become an urgent public health concern with a real impact               
on communities around the world. 

Critical Events 

Police Brutality in the United States 

In Hong Kong protests, did police use excessive force or issue a proportional response? 

Police filmed pinning down man 'having seizure',sparking brutality claims  

Calls for justice after Somali journalist murdered by police 

Russia: Police violence goes viral 
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Police-Brutality-in-the-United-States-2064580
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3014432/officers-used-excessive-force-contain-hong-kong-extradition
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/police-brutality-video-london-tower-hamlets-seizure-disabled-a8998331.html%3famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.alaraby.co.uk/english/amp/news/2018/7/28/calls-for-justice-after-somali-journalist-murdered-by-police
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20190813-russia-police-violence-goes-viral


 
Questions to Consider 

● What drives the police to take brutal actions? Are there reasonable grounds behind it? 

● What considers an action as a brutal action? 

● What efforts should be taken by the UN in order to reduce police brutality?  

● What do you think the suitable and alternative methods that would replace police             
brutality?  

● How prevalent is police brutality in your country? And how is it dealing with the               
issue?  

● What measures is your country taking against police brutality? 

● What is your country willing to do for further future enhancements for both the              
citizens and the police? 

Relevant Media 

 
Police brutality incidents around the United States 

3 



 

 

Helpful Resources 

Articles on Police Brutality 

What the data say about police shooting  

Top 10 Countries with the Worst Police Brutality 

The History of Police Brutality, and What it Means for You 

Mapping Police Brutality, Police killed 1,164 people in 2018 
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https://theconversation.com/au/topics/police-brutality-25475?fbclid=IwAR2EF1OlcxhYrsVSPGjYviKHjM2oRyK8DXwIQb9QU1FoNl5BiFiQBiZLVI8
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02601-9?fbclid=IwAR27G29p5hCJEmIhe4qbEkUaxncWEv3KJrurtWZkj53AQax-AtTZimwTgOc
https://www.wonderslist.com/countries-worst-police-brutality/
https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/the-history-of-police-brutality-and-what-it-means-for-you-40344
https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/
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