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Definitions 

Colonialism: “the practice by which a powerful country controls another country or other 
countries”, Cambridge Dictionary. 

Agribusiness: “an industry concerned with the production and sale of farm products, 
especially involving large companies “, Oxford Dictionary. 

Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs): “a charity, association, etc. that is independent of 
government and business”, Oxford Dictionary. 

International Human Rights Instrument: “are the treaties and other international texts that 
serve as legal sources for international human rights law and the protection of human rights 
in general.”, Wikipedia Definition. 

Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs): Bilateral Investment Treaties (as of 2019, over 2700 
worldwide) award foreign investors much stronger protection of their property rights, such 
protection might include, but is not limited to, comprehensive safeguards against the 
expropriation and confiscation of their property. Thus, it is possible to state that investors get 
much more protection of their rights as opposed to those in need and as opposed to local 
communities, that are -in some cases- of primitive traditions and lifestyle. These treaties are 
widely criticized by a number of NGOs, fighting for the rights of people and fighting against 
climate change. Critics claim that the use of BITs, given that they grant investors stronger 
protection of their property rights, is wrong and unneeded, also given the fact that such 
treaties do not take into account standards to protect  human rights, environmental rights and 
natural resources and last but not least, labour rights. Some NGOs also recognize such 
treaties as “Open-Ended” and “unpredictable” 

Land grabbing is the action of obtaining and taking control over a piece of land, whether it’s 
through ownership, contracts, lease, general power or through business deals. It is also 
considered by many to be a new form of colonialism. 

Background 

Despite modern technology, mother nature is facing major crises, such as: The cutting of 
trees for the use of humankind, wildfires and ice melting in the poles due to climate change, 
the extinction of species due to the lack of food and shelter and due to the constant changes in 
the weather, and more. Land grabbing plays a major role in causing many of these disasters. 

Land grabbing can be done by any person or establishment, whether public or private. Land 
grabbing can also be done “legally” or “illegally” for the intent of extracting resources such 
as: Titanium, gold, oil, natural gas and biofuel,etc. 
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Land grabbing can also be done for the intent of commodification, exploitation of soil for 
illegal agricultural use and for agribusiness. Land grabbing is done at the cost of children, 
peasant farmers, oppressed minorities, and women. Since basic rights are drawn from these 
people, such as the fact that they are not paid enough or even at all, labor and food 
sovereignty are involved. Besides, when a land is about to be “grabbed”, the area is evacuated 
from citizens, which might lead to homelessness.  

It is worth mentioning that land grabbing can lead to soil, water, air, and sound pollution, 
thus, harming mother nature. 

Treaties and organizations 

The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Banjul Charter): 

The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ rights was written in 1979 by the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU), which is now called the African Unity (AU). In the charter, 
governments and heads of states collaborated in order to promote and protect human rights 
along with environmental rights in the African continent. The African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ rights is a human rights instrument , which means that this charter is made out of a 
number of treaties. Many of these treaties work on the elimination of colonialism. 

Current situation 

Land grabbers and foreign investors are still a factor in climate change up to this day. Dozens 
of countries are still suffering from land grabbing. Tens of thousands of civilian-villagers are 
still being oppressed and exploited and not paid by rich investors, who are forcing them to 
tear down the village they grew up in with their bare hands, machinery mechanisms are 
harming our environment and harming the quality of life in places being grabbed. 

Major countries involved: 

Target Countries Grabber Countries 

South Sudan China 

Nigeria India 

Ethiopia Saudi arabia 

Congo Netherlands 

Kenya  

Mozambique   

Liberia  
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It is worth mentioning that South Sudan’s land, which according to Land Matrix(NGO) is the 
country with the most transnational land acquisitions, has been sold for as little as 0.025$ US 
dollars per hectare. 

Questions to Consider 

● What steps should be taken to minimize and/or to eliminate the ecological harmful 
consequences of land grabbing? 

● What is your country’s role regarding the action of land grabbing? 

● What can your country do to help improve the current situation, or even end it once 
and for all? 

● How can member states contribute on regulating the action of land grabbing? 

● Is your country taking any steps regarding the regulation of land grabbing? 

● What is your country’s history regarding land grabbing? 

● Does your country support the grab of lands? Why? 

Relevant Media  
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